THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
was only to be found in the revolutionary ranks from
which Cromwell emerged to become their head.   Vic-
torious Royalty became all-powerful in France.    Louis
XIV has always been regarded as the prototype of an
absolute monarch.    Yet he continued to govern the
country by means of the bureaucracy ;   the nobles had
to be obsequious courtiers or military officers as before.
The civil officers, however, though of bourgeois descent,
had, from human vanity, which plays no slight part in
history,   always  striven  after  ennoblement;    and,  as
many an office conferred nobility on the person holding
it, a part of them had been merged in the old noblesse,
while another portion formed a  special class as the
noblesse de robe.    In the meanwhile, however, a new
middle class had arisen, merchants, lawyers and writers,
who stood waiting on the threshold, feeling themselves
excluded from society and its privileges and enjoyments.
For a long space of time they had not resented this;
deference to nobility had been so complete and the
distance that separated the classes, so immeasurable that
it seemed impossible to bridge it over.   Only some very
rich bankers and a few successful writers could cross it;
the rest had been content to make money and were too
modest to ask for more.   Since then, however, printing
and the sale of books had very much increased.    Many
men of the new middle class were now educated, and
knowledge and culture gave them a higher opinion of
themselves.    Feeling themselves the equals and even*
superiors of the nobles, they began to regard the honorary
privileges of the latter as an insult, while their reai$
privileges, cdtisisting in an exclusive right to commissions;
as higher officers, and to the higher positions in the civflU
service, meant serious disadvantage to the young
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